372                   THE LIFE  OF PERICLES.
made warres against the Saraians, on the behalfe of the Milesians, at the request of Aspasia: for the two cities were at wars together, for the citie of Priena, but the Samians were the stronger. Now the Athenians commanded them to lay aside their armes, and to come & plead their matter before them, that the right might be decided: but they refused it vtterly. Wherfore Pericles went thither and tooke away the gouernment of the small number of Nobility, taking for hostages, fiftie of the chiefest men of the citie, and so many children besides, which he left to be kept in the He of Lemnos. Some say euery one of these hostages offered to giue him a talent: and besides those, many other offered him the like, such as wold not haue the soueraigne authority put into the hands of the people. Moreouer Pissuthnes the Persian, lieutentant to the king of Persia, for the goodwill he bare those of Samos, did send Pericles ten thousand crownes to release the hostages. But Pericles neuer tooke penny ; and hauing done that he determined at Samos, and established a popular gouernment, he returned againe to Athens. Nothwithstand-ing, the Samians rebelled immediatly after, hauing recouered their hostages againe by meanes of this Pissuthnes that stale them away, and did furnish them also with all their munition of warre. Wherupon Pericles returning against them once more, he found them not idle, nor amazed at his comming, but resolutely determined to recelue him, and to fight for the seignorie by sea. So there was a great battel fought betweene them, neare the He of Tracia. And Pericles wan the battel; hauing with 44 saile onely nobly ouercome his enemies, which were threescore and ten In number, wherof twenty of them were ships of war. And so following his victory forthwith, he wan also the port of Samos, and kept the Samians besieged within their own citie ; where they were yet so bold,